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The tail feathers may be as many as two dozen or as few
as sixteen, but in any case some of the outer pairs are stiff
and narrow. Those" pin-feathers are white with dark
brown bars, whereas in the Wood-Snipe they are plain
brown. This point, with the longer bill and clear white
belly, will easily distinguish the present bird from the
Wood-snipe with which it is frequently confounded. One
has only to see specimens of the two, however, to observe
the difference, the "woodcocky" look of the Wood-snipe
being unmistakable.
This is an East-Asiatic bird, ranging from Eastern
Central Asia to Japan, with us it is found all along the
Himalayas, and in winter has been got at their bases, at
Kelat in Baluchistan, on the Garo and Khasi hills, and
near Dibrugarh; once, even near Benares and near Devala
in the Wynaad. It probably often gets passed over as a big
Pintail, which it resembles in its flight and movements;
when roused, also, it goes off with a harsh screeching ver-
sion of a Common Snipe's call. It frequents open country,
and feeds on grubs and insects. It breeds in the Himala-
yas, commencing in May : the males then soaring up with
a sharp call, and coming down with spread tails and
quivering wings, making a harsh buzzing sound. This is
much what the Common Snipe does, but the noise made
by the Solitary is shriller and louder, though it descends
more slowly. It would be interesting to know what parti-
cular antics the Wood-snipe plays at this time. The eggs
of the Himalayan Solitary Snipe are very characteristic of
the species, being pinkish buff with blotches and spots
of chocolate and purple. It seems that eggs formerly
attributed to the Wood-snipe really belong to this
species.

